Clonal inheritance of rRNA gene activity: cytological evidence in human cells.
Clone-specific silver staining patterns of the nucleolus organizers (NOs) were observed in clones deriving from a human diploid fibroblast culture. Each specific staining pattern corresponds to one of the nine patterns observed in the general population. Since silver stainability of the NOs is related to rRNA gene function, these data demonstrate the clonal inheritance of rRNA gene activity.